7 rhe want «of i a Religious Education, and keeping bad. 
Company, — to virtuous Principles. 


Preach'd the 2oth of March, 


At HERTFORD, 


9 he Sunday before the Execution of 


dhe two Cox v Ts, VIS, 
THOMAS BIBBY, 
for Robbing the Cheſſer Mail 


With a diſtinct Relation of his broking out 
of Newgate : And 


THOMAS FLACK; 


for a Robbery upon the Highway ; 
To which 1s added, 


1 Lies and CoNFess1ON 5 with 4 


particular Account of their Behaviour from 
the Time of their Condemnation, to that 
of. their EXECUTION, 


. Pa at ; the Requeſt of the Inhabitants. 

D WILLIAM TUTTY, M4 _ 

A | Lecturer of All-Saints, rats, Heriford. | | — .W 
s -. ” LONDON: ä 


7 Printed and Sold by H. K EN, at the Printing- nt 
Office in Finch-lane, near the Royal-Exchange 5 : 446 5: 
and J. TayYLoRat Hartford. Mpcc IVI, „„ 


1 => ( Price 9 5 


7 . 
3 * "Ft 
a 7 1 e 
125 * + 
1 4 * * fa m WE 4 1 x * ö 
* 5 py * 8 * 4 ot *% 1 * 7 ji 
* . 
7 3 33 N e y 
* * * 2 * g * LE 
a A " 4 ** 8 a 4 Wo 2 1835 "0 r 
= f *. F * * ** 15 * 4 « \ &s , 4 
% 1 1 F ' ; ; o& I 
_ 7 4 N . £ PE 0 
t- F z 48 5 * F . , 25 6 
1 r 1 
3 5 — * 5 0 & } 
» by F * 9 ” : : % . 4 
. 4 y 44 May 
a 
5 — 
Nr 
5 go 
y > 
* — : 
: * p Had of 
14s SI 1 
i wo 3 ; . 
£43 > L - 8 * 
N : r 4 „ ay. 
F e * Me, { that - 1 : 8 8 * * * 
* N "HP's - 
AS Oy * ** 5 8 CE . Pp 3 4 , N — 
* + gy F 1 
5. Ax 8 „ * x Ws "Wy 7) e 0 
5 ——— a Sas" 2 S FA 


* 
— N 
— n » | 
5, 1 (CE) Fr 
WADE! - eSLY 8 ( 
- N 2 * by > { 
\ % — % % 4 
T'\ W : — L V. — . i, % 
< N \ - — 4 7 9 
W Pp | RON N I — 
PV) > X / > 5 
1 ' To — # . — : . * n 
- * Vv if 


TO THE 
Inhabitants of Hertford, 
My good Friends, 


HIS holy Production, the gutimely 

Birth of a very few Hours, and of 
a very / ckly Parent, makes its Ap- 
pearance in the World, at your 
Requeſt; but as it is born out of due Time, it 
cannot but be very weak and feeble, and con- 
ſequently unable to /upport itſelf, without 
your kind Aſſiſtance; as it wants that natural 
Vigor, which is the general Canſequence of a 
timely Birth, 

To your Care I commit this tender Infant; 
and if you find auy good Qualities in it, J hope 
you willnot fail to improve them by your own 
ſerious Reflexions — If you find any juſt Ex- 
ceptions to it, correct it freely, convincing it of 
Folly, by your own wiſe Example, in forming 
the Minds and Principles of Children. As 
to my Part, conſidering its Imperfections, 1 
am tempted to diſown it, and cannot but 
look upon it as a poor helpleſs Orphan, deſti- 

"EE OD tute | 


receive it kindly, nurſe it tenderly, 
nive a little at its Imperfections, as you only 
were ne Caule of its e pear- 
anch Mei . 0 (11110 15 at 
To is 8 in other Words, "thi Sermbn 
(hurried up in a few Houts, and when: Twas 
very: it) is publifh'd purely to oblige you 
ebe is any thing in it, that will- N 
your Conduct 1p: Life; either With regards. 
the Education of your: Children; or r the 144 
Rffeats of keeping bad Company, 1 am ſatiſi 
fia b Refreely rie my Character, as! a ju 
bead Wriuiz provided J can-pleaſe you:as an 
Honeſt” and inf Paſtor; your imoral / 
Myednfaves will always be: the e Plau 
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1 C o R. xv. 33. 


3 - Evil Communications corrupt 


good Means. 


with a dort of teaſing Me- 
e which we may 
gradually improve into the 
moſt refin'd and ſpiritual Satisfactions. It 
were indeed a mortifying Reflexion, if we 
could only - ſay 10 Corruption, Thou art my 
Father, and to the Worm, Thou art my Mother 
and my Siſter : But though our Bodies are 
uncertain, frail and periſhing, and even at 
their longeſt Period, but of ſhore Duration 
here: For they ſhall # down to the Bars 4 

be 


| (6) 


the Pit, when our Reſt is together in the Duſt : 

Yet notwithſtanding, it i is matter of triumphant 
Joy to reflect, that our Souls arc of a more 
noble and exalted Kind, are of a ſpiritual and 


immortal Nature, and when our Bodies are 


moulder'd into Duſt, if we do not ruin them 
by Sin and Folly, will flouriſh everlaſtingly in 
undecaying Youth. Our Bodies differ only 
in their Shape from that of Beaſts, they are 
both compounded of the ſame Materials, and 
muſt both of them return to Duſt again. 

So that was this the only Differance between 
us, we might juſtly ſay with the Followers 
of Epicurus, Let us eat and drink, for To-morrow 
we die: We ſhould indulge our ſenſual Appe- 
tite without controul, and live in all Things, 

like the Beaſts that periſh - but our Soul is a 
Ray, or Emanation of the Divinity, endued 
with Reafon to diſtinguiſh, and with Liberty 
to chooſe the Good, and to refuſe the Evil: 

And when it quits this earthly Tabernacle, 


muſt return to Ged who gave it, to receive 


the Things done in the Body, whether they 
be gaod or-bad : This Conſideration, methinks, 
ſhould ſpur us on to Virtue, teaching us to 


adorn our Souls with thoſe pious Diſpofitions, | 


and thoſe heavenly Graces, which. alone can 
fit us for the Happineſs of Heaven. In a 
Word, the Compoſition of Man ſhows his Re- 


lation, both the meaneſt, and the nobleſt 


Beings: Matter and Spirit, Heaven and Earth, 
are united in his Frame: The Former, ab- 


en conſider'd, ſinks him to a Level vich 
the 


(7.1 
P che brute Creation: The Latter exalts him above 


8 Tall carthly Things, fitting him for the Society 
© of Angels, and the whole Hoſt of Heaven. 


5 1 Firs Y 
K ted \# 


= Are we then thus mearly and thus nobly 
© fram'd ? Hence let us learn in all Reflex- 
ions on ourſelves, to blend our Meanneſs, 
and our Dignity together: The Firit will 
f teach us Humility, the Latter a prudent Cir- 
| . in all our Words and Actions. 
hen we reflect upon the Meanneſs of our 
Make, we cannot but cry out with the Pſal 
j miſt, Lord what is Man, that thou art mind- 
2 of him, and the Son of Man, that thou jo 
LN him? Was I bere fully to expreſs the 
| Weakneſs and Imbecillity of the human 
Body, the many Wants and Neceſſities with 
which it is continually ſurrounded, the many 
Obſtacles that are ever in its Way, and the 
numberleſs Dangers and Accidents it is daily 
be to; it would be no diſficult Matter 
(would the Time permit it) to ſnew the great 
Advantage and Pre- eminence which the Lodies 
of all other Creatures (abſtractedly conſider'd) 
have ever thoſe of the human Race. This 
4 would appear in the ſtrongeſt Light, was I 
to trace Man through the ſeveral Stages of 
His Life, from his firſt Appearance to his 
final Exit; we ſhould then eaſily ſee that the 
* | Imbecillt of his Childhood teroijnates in 
more ſubitantial Miſeries, which attend h's 
3 125 Tears ; ; that his Strength yeilds to tho 


ve 


with a great and glorious Immortality ; when 


tinguiſhed and exalted I For any © 


_ ourſelves only, but for our Country, our Rela- 


of the Ancients ; which invigorated all their 
Undertakings, inſpir'd them with Fortitude 7 


(8) 


return again. But on the other Hand, when 
we conſider the Dignity of our Nature, when 
we reflect, that we are created in the Image 
of God, fitted for the Society of Angels, and 
form'd inferior to them, only for a little 
Time, that we may be crown'd hereafter 


we conlider this, we cannot ſure but be cau- 
tious and circumſpect in our Words and Acti- 
ons, leaſt we forfeit our Title to theſe diſ- 
one to act below his Character and Pretenſions 
is reckon'd infamous in common Life: Of 
how much greater Infamy is he deſerving, 


DF ' 
IB. 26 


who ſuffers his fleſhly Appetites, which he 


has in common with the Beaſts that periſh, 


to get the Aſcendant of his intellectual Part, 


which is fitted for the higheſt Purpoſes, and, 0 
with the angelick Nature, deſtin'd to immor- 
tality? He that conſiders rightly the' Dignity 


of his Frame, together with its glorious Deſ- 
tination, will be aſham'd to a& unworthy of 
his high Pretenſions. 5 

Arguments (would the Time permit me to 
purſue them) drawn from the diſtinguiſhing | 
Privileges, the high Relations, and the exalt- 
ed Dignity of human Nature, will always to 
ingenuous Minds, be prevailing Motives to a |. 
virtuous Conduct. That we are not born for 


tions, and our Friends, was a generous Maxim 
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( 9') 
and Reſolution in the midſt of the greateſt 
Dangers, and made them prefer an honourable 
Death in the Service of their Country, to an 
ignominious Life in its Diſtreſſes. This Heathens 
could do, for the Satisfaction of having done 
their Duty. But Chriſtians have much nobler 
Motives to live a Life of Righteouſneſs, when 
they conſider, that they are deſtin'd to Im- 


mortality, are to be Inhabitants of hea- 


venly Manſions, are related to Angels, or 
rather, are the adopted Sons of God thro' the 


Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, and are after- 


wards to enjoy the Society of the One, and the 
blefled Preſence of the Other to all Eternity. 

Motives like theſe, are ſufficient to prevail 
with all ingenuous Minds; and yet tis melan- 
choly to obſerve, they influence but Few: 
Many ſeem to be entirely unacquainted with 
the Dignity of their Nature, and many more 
habitually neglect it, poſtponing all Conſidera- 
tions of their future Exaltation to the preſent 
brutiſh Gratification of ſome craving Appetite. 
Now the unhappy Cauſes of this Ignorance 


on the one Hand, and Inattention on the other, 


are eaſily aſſign'd: The one ariſes from the 
want of good and timely Inſtruction, the other 
from the deſtructive and pernicious Councils 
of bad Company, The laſt is plainly intima- 


ted by the Apoſtle in the Words of the Text, 


Evil Communications corrupt good Manners, But 

as the Want of a religious Education is a ge- 

neral Step to bad Company, I hope I ſhall be 

thought excuſable, if I treat of both ; as as 
"0 " il 


('10 ) 
ill Conſequences of both are exemplified be- 


fore us in the melancholy Circumſtances of 


theſe unhappy Men, | 
As to good Education and Inſtruction, need 


I ſay any thing to evince the Necetlity there» 


of, and the ill Conſequences of wanting it ? 
It is an undeniable Truth, that Education 
makes the Man; a Child is but an Animal, 
and like all other Animals, js governed whol- 
ly, by his Senſes: The Seeds of Underſtand- 
ing indeed are ſown in his Conſtitution, but 
it is a conſiderable Time before they ſhoot 
up, and when they do, it is Education only 
can produce the proper Fruits. As a Child 
for a conſiderable Time js governed wholly 
by his Senſes, when Reaſon dawns, it ſhould 

be the Care of thoſe about him, to direct his 
Reaſon to their proper Obj jects, while the 
Mind is yet tender, and ſaſceptible of any 
Imp reſſions; otherwiſe the Senſes, which 


3 to be ſubordinate to Reaſon, will uſurp 
the Supremacy, and lead her Captive at their 


Will: And what ill Conſequences may we 
not expect from ſuch a Tyranny ? Senſual 
Gratifications will neceffarily follow the Do- 
mination of the Senſes; and Reaſon itſelf, 
when long habituated to the Yoke, will reliſh 
nothing elſe : Hence the Man, who by his 
intellectual Faculties, is fitted for.the Society 
of Angels, ſinks himſelf below the very Beaſts, 
and what was intended as his 3 Glory 
becomes in Oy" his e Shame. _ 
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The Mind is a very active Principle; it is 
not in our Power to retard its Operations: 
Thoughts will naturally ariſe in it in ſpite of 
us, and all our Endeavours to the contra 
will be vain and ineffectual: But though we 
cannot ſuſpend the Exerciſe of its Faculties, 
yet, when eatly Leſſons of Piety and Virtue 
are inſtilled into it, we may turn its Thoughts 
into their proper Channel, and force it upon 
the Exerciſe and Contemplation of God and 
Vifttue. And really, unleſs the Principles 
of Morality and Religion be early implanted 
in it: Unleſs it is cultivated in due Seaſon, 


and ſown with proper Seed, it will ſoon de 


overſpread with Thorns, producing a plenti- 


ful Harveſt of all Iniquity. For Vice is a 
Seed of a very quick and early Growth; it 
thrives ſo faſt in every Soil, that barely to 


neglect it, is to water it; and when it has 
taken deep Root, which it does in a ſhort 
Time; it 1s very difficult, it is next to an Im- 
poſſibility to deftroy it afterwards. 5 
Parents therefore, and all who are entraſt- 
ed with the Management of Children, ſhould 


be very careful of their Education, ſhould | 


inſtruc them early in the Knowledge of their 
Duty both to God and Man, ſhould teach them 
to ſubdue their Appetites and Paſſions to the 


Government of Reaſon, ſhould arm them 


= againſt the Power of Temptations, by repre- 
= ſenting the preſent Deformity, and future 
= Peniſhment of Sin on the one hand; and on 
te other, the Beauty of Holineſs in this Life, 


with 
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with the certainty of its being rewarded with 


eternal Glory in the Life to come, This pro- 


bably, if often repeated, will have a laſting 
good Effect upon them; particularly if the 


Parents good Inſtructions are ſenſibly enforced 
by good Example. 


On the contrary, the want of This! is ge- 
nerally the firſt Step to the Ruin of Children, 
eſpecially if to the Want of good Inſtruction 
be added the Want of Employment: For 
Idleneſs is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the 


Vigor and Activity of the Mind; it muſt be 


employed on good Things, or it will find 
Employment for itſelf in bad Ones. It is no 


uncommon Thing to ſee Idleneſs lead to In- 


temperance; Intemperance grown habitual 
muſt be gratified: The Inſufficiency of its 
own Coffers for this Purpoſe leads to Covet- 
ouſneſs, and Covetouſneſs to the Meditation 
of Crimes ; ; which Time and Opportunity, 
or the wicked Counſels of bad Company, 
will ſome time or other ripen into Perpetra- 
tion. And this brings me to conſider in the 


next Place, how deſtructive bad Company is 


to virtuous Principles. 

Converſation has certainly a great e 
on the Conduct of human Lite; and it can not 
well be otherwiſe, for as Man is form'd and fitted 


for Society; the mutual Converſe of Men is 


neceſſary to their mutual Satisfaction; but it 


is impoſſible, that that Society, ſhould long = 
ſubſiſt agreeably, where there is an entire 

want of Harmony 1 in Diſpoſitions, Sentiments, 1 
and 12 


( 13 ) 


and Actions. This Fruth is fo univerſally 
acknowledged, that it is become a ſtanding 
Rule to judge of Men by the Company they 
keep; bad Company therefore muſt neceſſarily 
be very dangerous, and often deſtructive to 
Virtue ; eſpecially when we conſider, that 


Man of himſelf is impotent to Goodneſs, his 


Nature bends to Evil, and it requires diligent 
Care, and a religious Application to ſet and 
keep him upright ; Virtue is the Work of 
Time and Perſeverance, it is not attain'd in 


a Minute, by flight Wiſhes, or with little 


Care; whereas Sin is a very eaſy Leſſon, ſoon 
bugun,. and quickly fini{h'd, 


i P 


It ought not to be forgot on this Head, 


that Sin is of a very infectious Nature, and 


ipreads by Communication: The reſtraints of 


Fear and Shame are too weak to oppoſe the 


Progreſs of Sin, which gathers Ground apace 


under the Encouragement and Sanction of 
debauch'd and wicked Company. Tis to be 


fear d, that even good Men in bad Company 
do ſometimes forget themſelves, inclining a 
little, if not to their ſenſual Practices, at leaſt 
to their ſenſual Converſation; for can a Man 
take Fire into his Boſom, and his Cloaths not 
be burnt? ſays Solomon, Virtue itſelf, unleſs 
deeply rooted in the Heart, will be ſhaketi by 
bad Company, and Repetitions of the Shock 
may probably at laſt compleat its Fall. 
If we deſcend to Particulars, we ſhall find, 
that whether we conſider the Converſation, 
Principles, or Practices of bad Company, that 
al they 


( 14 ) 


they all neceſſarily, and naturally tend to the 
Deſtruction of Virtue, 

As to the Converſation of bad Company, 
all that have been ſo unhappy as to fall into 
it, muſt know that the Converſation and Diſ- 
courſe of Sinners is Sin; ' worldly Advantages, 
fucceſsful Villanies, the Pomps and Pride of 
Life, irrational Amuſements, and ſenſual Gra- 
tifications, diverſify the Scene of wicked 
Company ; on wicked Things their Conver- 
fation turns, nor can it well be other wiſe: 
For tho ſometimes, they may lay a Reſtraint 
upon themſelves in the Preſence of One, 

whoſe Authority they dare not inſult: Or of 
another, whom it would be ill Manners to 
_ affront, by ſenſual, blaſphemous, or profane 
Diſcourſes : Yet generally y, out of the Abun- 
dance of the Heart, the Mouth ſpcaketh: An 
Heart ftain'd deep with Sin, can ſuggeſt 
nothing but Sin ; and the Tongue, unleſs 
reſtrain'd by Violence, is always ready to 
diſcharge the Dictates of the Heart; and if 
that is wicked, the Language and Expreſſions 
will be wicked alſo; a polluted Fountain 
neceſſarily emits polluted Streams. The Con- 
verſation of Men of this Character is very 
dangerous to Virtue; even a grave and good 
Man will ſometimes forget himſelf in ſuch 
Company, eſpecially when their wicked Diſ- 
courſe comes recommended in the Dreſs of 
Wit and Humour. How then ſhall he be 
able to withſtand the Torrent, who is already 
almoſt bore down with the violence of his 
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own Luſts is prone to Evil, and ſubject to 
the Power of each Temptation. 

The Diſcourſe of wicked Men, you ſee na- 
turally turns on wicked Things, and ought 
therefore to be avoided as dangerous to Virtue. 
But this is not all the Miſchief, for wicked 
Company will likewiſe ſuggeſt wicked Princi- 
ples, and give bad Advice, inſtead of endea- 
vouring to ſuppreſs our vicious Inclinations, 
they will encourage and promote them, and 
find out Arguments to palliate a licentious 
and uncontroul'd Indulgence of them, till at 
laſt they unhappily ſeduce the unweary Inno- 
cent into their pernicious and deſtructive 
Meaſures; for when Men are got thus far 
into the Ways of Ungodlineſs, when their 

Principles are corrupted, it is no wonder that 

their Practices ſhould be corrupted too, 

By theſe Means Men are led to accuſtom 
themſelves to the Sins of wicked Company ; 
for bad Principles are ſucceeded by bad Ac- 
tions; a Corruption of the one, neceflarily 
leads to a Depravation of the other; and a 

Courſe of Wickedneſs naturally familiarizes 

| thoſe Things, which Men formerly deteſted, 

While the Notions of Good and Evil remain d 
\ freſh and ſtrong upon their Minds: When 
this happens, as it often does happen to be 
the Caſe; when Men by long Cuſtom, have 
fr contracted a F amiliarity with Sinning, it 1s. 
no wonder if they fall from one Wickedneſs to 
= another, and commit al! Iniquity with Greedi- 
WW neſs, and without Remorſe ; till at laſt, they 
A "AY bring 
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bring upon themſelves the juſt Vengeance of 
the Law in this Life; and, unleſs prevented by 
ſincere Repentance, eternal Vengeance in the 
Life to come. 

What has hitherto been ſaid upon this Sub- 
ject, is indeed but a kind of Introduction to 
it; but, however, as the Time will not permit 
me to enlarge upon it, from what has been 
already ſaid, I ſhall take occaſion to addreſs 
myſelf to Parents, and their Children. 

I ſee many here, on this melancholy Oc- 
caſion, and all of \ you ſeem to fix your 
Eyes upon theſe ak Men ; you come 
here, I hope, to ſatisfy your Curioſity upon 
Chriſtian Principles, and, I doubt not, but 
many of you have Bowels, and are already 
melted into the tendereſt Sentiments of Pity 
and Compaſſion; let that Compaſſion pro- 
duce its proper Effects, by leading you to ſuch 
Reflexions and Reſolutions, as will lay the 
Foundation of better Conduct in yourſelves; 
the exemplary Puniſhment of theſe Men 
thould be a Leſſon of Inſtruction to you, 
otherwiſe your Curioſity is fruitleſs at leaſt, 
if not cruel ; to come here only for the Satiſ 
faction of ſaying you have ſeen them, ſeems 
to have a Degree of Cruelty in it, and your 
Curioſity muſt be fruitleſs, unleſs you learn 
from their untimely End, to ſhun the Paths 
which led to it. 

Parents and Children may learn a uſeful 
Leſſon from theſe Convicts; in one of them 
is ſeen the fatal Miſchiefs which often at- 

tend 


Bow 


tend on Idleneſs, and the want of Inſtruction ; 
in the other, you ſee the long good Effects 


of a Religious Education, perverted to the 
worſt Purpoſes, by the wicked Examples and 
pernicious Inſinuations of bad Company. 

' From the Firft, learn, ye Parents, to ſea- 


ſon the Minds of Children with early Leſ- 
fons of Piety and Virtue ; without this, ſen- 
fible Objects, which make the firſt Impreſ- 
ſions upon the Soul, muſt neceſſarily engroſs 


its Thoughts, and run away with its Aﬀec- 
tions ; the Conſequence of which will be low 


and baſe Purſuits, worldly Maxims, and ſen- 


fual Gratifications. The Body of a Perſon, 


deeply ignorant of all religious Duties, is no 


| better than the Sepulchre of his Soul, where 
it putrifies /þ:7:774ally (as a Carcaſe in a Tomb 
does naturally) for want of thoſe quickening 


Principles, which only can invigorate the 


whole Man; the Knowledge of ourſclves, and 


conſequently the Knowledge of our Duty, 
both to God and Man, is the -very Life of 
the Soul, without which, a Man is often uſe- 


| leſs to the World, and is ſpiritually dead, 


with regard to Eternity. The Impreſſions of 
Childhood therefore, as ſoon as Reaſon be- 
gins to dawn, muſt be effac'd by better Prin- 


ciples, and its Aﬀections withdrawn from too 


cloſe an Attachment to the Things of Senſe ; 
for the more the Appetites are indulg'd, the 
more Indulgence they require; and that Parent, 


who complies with every artful Tear and 


wayward Importunity of a Child, does but 


teach 
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teach it to be more craving and more impor- 
tunate, does but blow thoſe Inclinations into 
a Blaze, which it is the Buſineſs of Reaſon 


and Religion to keep very low. Would the 
Parent, on the contrary, grant nothing to 
Tears and Importunities, but what was _ 
neceſſary and very moderate, he would gra 

dually wean the, Child's. Affections from 5 
ſitive e and by teaching him to 


19 
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live without them, would teach him to be in- : 


different, or ſuperior to them, This once ob- 
tain'd, would make the Infuſion of virtuous 
and religious Principles more eaſy to the Pa- 


rent, and more delightful to the Child; for 


it is no inconſiderable Step in Virtue, to keep 
the Appetites, which are the Seeds of View, 
within their proper Bounds. . - 

But alas! how ſeldom is this Method prac 
tiſed? The fond Parent has not the Heart to 
deny the Child any thing, and whatever it cries 
for, though never ſo unreaſonable, it muſt have 
immediately: The Parent not conſidering all 
this while, that he is adding Strength to thoſe 
Appetites, which it is the Buſineſs of Reaſon 
to, ſuppreſs; and conſequently doing that, 
which muſt be undone . hereafter ; for it is 
not to be imagined that Virtue and Religion, 
which are the Work of Time, can be attain- 


ed in an Inſtant. 


A due Subordination of the Appetites and 
Paſſions to Reaſon, is a principal Branch of 


all Religion, whether natural or revealed; 


but it it will be no eaſy matter to bring chem 
| to 


I 
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TY to Obedience, when they have been lawleſs and 


pre uud for ſeveral Vears. The Dictates 
of Reaſon will find but a very cold Reception 
jn that Soul, which has been long inflamed by 
ſenſual Appetites; ſo that the Work of Re- 
formation becomes more difficult, by being 


eg delayed, Nor is this all, for it often 


happens that Children, by continued Indul- 

ences, grow refractory and diſobedient; and 
Sn 5 perhaps the Parent awakes from his 
Jong Sleep to little Purpoſe, beginning to in- 


ſtil P Principles, when the Ear is deaf to 


Inſtruction, and the Heart dead in Sin; ſo 


that a fond Indulgence of Children does but 


lay the Foundation of their Ruin, and per- 
baps the Parent diſcovers not the Evil, till“ tis 


too late to correct it. 
The Evil of too fond Indolgences. ſeems in 


| ſome Caſes to be quite irreparable, when the 


Parent ſets a bad Example himſelf, dies when 


his Children are young and undiſciplin d, and 
ſuffers them while he lives, to paſs their Time 
in Sloth and Idleneſs. The Parent's bad Ex- 


_ ample will take off the Edge of his beſt In- 


ſtructions: His unexpected Death will leave 


the Children expos'd to the Storms and Tem- 


peſts of Life, without any Ballaſt to keep 


them ſteady, and without a Pilot to direct 
them; If he ſuffers them to paſs away their 
Time in Idleneſs, Idleneſs will lead them into 
bad Company, bad Company will firſt corrupt 
5 their Principles, and then enſnare them into 
i bad Actions; when n is the Caſe, it is no 
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wonder if they fall from bad to worſe, till they 
fill up the Meaſure. of their Iniquities ; for 
when Men in bad Company are once advan- 
ced into the Ways of Ungodlineſs, they ſel- 
dom think of turning back again, till Juſtice 
overtakes them, and pays them that they have 
TING, 

Be very careful therefore, ye Parenis, not 
to indulge your Children in their fooliſh Hu- 
mours, but to give them early Leſſons of 
Piety and Virtue, to enforce thoſe Leſſons by 


your own bright Example, and to keep them 
from Idleneſs, which are the beſt Means of 
preſerving them from the Contagion of bad 


Company: If you obſerve theſe Rules, you 


will be a Bleſſing to your Children, and they 


a Comfort to you; but without it, inſtead of 
being Friends, you are the worſt Enemies, 
you are the very Murderers of your own 


_ Fleſh and Blood, and may probably live to 


ſee your Children, like the unhappy Man be- 
fore us, come to an untimely End ; when 
inſtead of being angry with them for bring- 
ing you to Sorrow, they have greater Reaſon, 
I had almoſt ſaid, to curſe you for bringing 
them to Shame, 


In the next . from the Example of | 


the other Convict, let all Children, or rather, 
let every Body learn to avoid bad Company ; ; 
nothing in the World is ſo deſtructive to Vir- il 
tue and virtuous Principles; fly it as you 
would the Plague or Peſtilence, which is rec- 
koned ery dreadful ; but. alas ! the Evils of 


the 
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the one are nothing to the Evils of the other ; 
the firſt can only deſtroy the Body, but the 


Evils of bad Company, unleſs prevented by 


ſincere Repentance, will out-live the Grave, and 
deſtroy both Body and Soul to all Eternity, 
The moſt pious Education is not always Proof 
againſt the Contagion of bad Company: You 
have here before you an unhappy Inſtance of 


it; a Man well inſtructed in the Principles 


of his Religion, a Man of good Character, 
very induſtrious in his Calling, a loving Huſ- 


band, and a tender Parent, and never addict- 
ed, as is teſtified by thoſe who knew him 


long, to Drunkenneſs and profane Swearing, 


which are now too common in the World. 


But alas! How are all theſe good Qualities, 
which Time might have improved into the 
molt exalted - Virtues, how are all theſe effa- 
ced at once, by falling into bad Company ? 


which infuſing bad Principles, gradually wore 


away the good Impreſſions of a pious Educa- 
tion, till he was led at laſt to the Perpetration 
of a Crime, by which he has forfeited his 


Life to publick Juſtice : O dreadful Effects of 


wicked Company! How are all the good 
Qualities of his former Life now buried in 
Oblivion by one ſingle Act? If any Criminal 
deſerves your Pity, he certainly does: He 


Eknous his Offence is of a publick Nature, 
and that the Publick myſt have Satisfaction, 
and therefore he owns the Juſtice of his Sen- 
tence. Take warning by his ſad Example: 
His Life can be of no 3 * Service to you, 
eee | but 
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but that you may derive ſome Benefit from 
his Death, he begg'd I would deſire you to 
take Warning by his fad Example, how you 
fall into bad Company ; for, in all Probabi- 
lity, if you perſiſt long in ſuch Company, it 
will ſome Time or other prove your Ruin. 
There may poſſibly be ſome, nay, many ſuch, 
I know there are, who think they could not 


be prevailed upon by the moſt preſſing Argu- 


ments, and the moſt ſubtle Intinuations of 


bad Company, to do a bad Thing. Men of 


this Temper are too wiſe to be inſtructed, and 
yet ſo ignorant as to want Inſtruction above 
all Men ; as they want the principal Branch 
of all effential Knowledge, the Knowledge of 
our/etves, But from the Inſtance of this un- 
happy Man's Seduction, I ſhall refer ſuch to 


the Exhortation of the Holy Ghoſt by St. 


Paul, Let him that thinketh he RANGED; take 
heed leaſt he fall, 

Men of ſerious Reflexion will not daringly 
preſume upon the Stability of their Virtue: 
Such know the Weakneſs of human Nature, 

and are ſollicitous to guard againſt it, not by 
running into Temptations, but by flying from 
them, Our greateſt Danger lies in too great 
a Security; and we never walk more ſafely, 


than when we walk moſt circumſpectly, and 


fearful of a Fall. We have ſo many Temp- 
tations to contend with from without, and ſo 
many Corruptions from within, that we ought 
to be continually por our guard, leaſt we be 


fur priz'd- into the Perpetration « of Iniquity. 


It 
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If this be the Caſe, our Dangers doubtleſs are 
increaſed, when the wicked Examples, and 
ſubtle Inſinuations of bad Company, are ad- 


ded to our natural Proneneſs and Declivity to 


Sin, Men, who venture into ſuch Company, 


from a Preſumption that they ſhall not be 


ſeduced, ſtand, as it were, upon the narrow 
Edge of a Precipice, where they are in great 


Danger of falling ; and if they do fall, are 


inevitably loſt. Men of this Complexion 
may not unfitly be compared to the filly Fith, 
which nibbles at the Bait, without diſcover- 
ing the Ho, till it feels the Smart of it in its 
Bowels. . | „ 

From theſe Conſiderations, which are ex- 


emplified in the convicted Criminals before 


us, let me exhort all Parents, to bring up their 
Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord: for train up a Child in the Way that 
he ſhould go, and when he 1s old, unleſs he falls 
into bad Company, he will not depart from 
711. All others let me entreat (and would to 


God, that I could prevail with them) to avoid 


bad Company, as a dangerous and fatal Snare 
to Virtue, for bleſſed is the Man that walketh 
not in the Council of the Ungodly, nor ftandeth 
in the Way of Sinners: He ſhall be like a Tree 
planted by the Rivers of Water, that bringeth 
forth his Fruit in his Seaſon ; his Leaf alſo 
ſhall not wither, and whatſoever be doth ſhall 
proſper. The Ungodly are not ſo, but are like 
the Chat, which the Wind driveth away; 
therefore the Ungodly ſhall not ſtand in the 
D 2 Judgment, 
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Judgment, ur Sinners in the Congregation of 
the Righteous, for the Lord knoweth the Way 
of the Righteous, but the Way of the Ungodly 


ſhall periſh. 


That the Way of the Ungodly ſhall periſh 
is the irreverſible Decree of divine Juſtice ; 
for Vengence belongeth unto the Lord, and 


he will certainly repay it, rendering to all 


according to their Deeds: Indignation and 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every 


Soul of Man that doth Evil. 


This, O Priſoners, you find, by ſad Expe- 
rience, true : Your great Iniquities have 


brought an heavy Puniſhment upon you, in 


this Life ; which, unleſs prevented by ſincere 
Repentance, will be attended by a much hea- 
vier in the Life to come. Let me therefore en- 


treat ye, if ye need entreating, to turn to God 


with all your Hearts, and with all your Souls. 

Remember that your Days are number'd, 
improve therefore the few Moments of your 
Lives in pious Thoughts and godly Meditati- 
ons, for there 1s no Repentance in the Grave ; 
and if you carry Wickedneſs in your Boſoms 
out of this Life, that Wickedneſs will be your 


"Puniſhment for ever in the Life to come: 


confeſs therefore your Sins to God with all 
Sincerity, and implore the Aſſiſtance of his 


teſting yourſelves for your Sins paſt, your 
Souls may be waſhed from their Impurities 


in the Blood of the immaculate Lamb, and 
be ſav'd in the Day of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And 
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Holy Spirit, with all Humility, that by de- k. 
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And that we, my Brethren, may not be 
” wanting on our Parts to theſe Souls in An- 


guiſh, let me beſeech you to join with me in 
Prayer, and ſay, 


« Let thy Rod, O bleſſed Father, which 0 
« js lifted up in Juſtice to puniſh the Iniqui- 1 
<« ties of theſe Priſoners, be uſed alſo by thy 
© Grace to cure them: Let not their corrupt 
*« Luſts and Inclinations run at Liberty, whilſt 
* their Bodies are under Guards and Cuſtody, 
©« O let this their moſt deſerved Affliction 
* teach them Wiſdom ; make their Jail their 
* School; and let their Chains be Preachers 
of Repentance. Now they feel the Smart 
** thereof, give them Grace to be fully ſen- 

© ſible of the Wretchedneſs and Folly of a 
* wicked Life; let them loath their Sins, as 
* well as their Sorrows; let them be duly 

affected with the Injury and Diſhonour, 

* which they have hereby done to Thee, as 
well as the Diſgrace and Puniſhment, which 

( they have brought upon themſelves; let their 

© Contrition be truly for their Sins againſt 
Thee, that they may be duly qualified for 
** thy moſt gracious Pardon of the ſame, 
** through the Merits of our moſt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
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Who were Condemn'd at 
Hera SIZES 
e VIZ. Fs 
THOMAS BIBBY, 
for Robbing the Cheſter Mail; 


With a di ſtinct Relation of his breaking out 
of Neugate: And 


THOMAS FLACK, 


for a Robbery upon the Highway 2 


With a particular Account of their Behaviour 
from the Time of their Condemnation, to 
that of their Exxcur IN. 


To which 1s prefix*d, 


A SERMON preach'd on that 


Occaſion, the 2oth of March, the Sunday 
before their Execution. 


© By WILLIAM TUTTY, M.A. 
* Lecturer of All-Saints, Her for, d. 


I | Printed by H. KENT, at the Printing-Office in 
Finab-laxe, near the Rqyal- Exchange. 74 7. 
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THE 
Life and Confeſſion 
THOMAS BTIBRY 

AND 
THOMAS FLACK, @&c. 
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N is an irrefragable Argu- 
ment of the Goodneſs and 


J giſlator, that Virtue and 
ACE |\ Vice produce their proper 
CZE 5 Pruits in this Life, Obedi- 
re ence to the Laws of moral 
Rectitude (not to mention the Advantages of 


* 
— 


* 


Health, and eaſe of Body) is always attended 


with a Calmneſs and Serenity of Mind; a 
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bBleſſing, which outweighs the greateſt Plea- 


ſures, and all the low Emoluments of Sin, 


Peace of Mind, and Peace with other Men, 
are the natural Conſequences of virtuous 
# Courſes; for n ſpeaking, Who will 


harm 


Wiſdom of the divine Le- 
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harm us, if we be Followers of that which is 
good ? 
On the contrary, Fearfulneſs and Suſpicion, 
together with the Gnawings of a guilty Con- 
ſcience, naturally ariſe from a Violation of 
the Law. He has Reaſon to fear, and ſuſpect 
Ill from others, who does [ll to others; and 
the Conſcience is ever reſtleſs when oppreſſed 
with Guilt : Sin is conſtantly revenged and 
punithed by itſelf ; what Scabs and Sotes are 
to the Body, that is Sin to the Mind ; odious 
in the Sight of others, and painful to the 
Guilty ; though it taſtes like Honey, while it 
glides along the Palate, it will turn to Gall 
and Bitterneſs in the Stomach, 
A long Acquaintance and Familiarity with! 
Sin does indeed often filence the Checks of 
Conſcience ; and when Men are grown deaf 
to its Reproaches, it is no wonder if they 
continue in their Sins, without attending to 
their Conſequences, and without caring to 
reform them. When a Man has given up 
the Reins to his vicious Inclinations, it is no 
eaſy Matter to recover them again: And it is 
next to an Impoſſibilſty to fin with Modera- 
tion: No Man can ſay in this Caſe Hitherto 
2510 I go, and no further ; for the Paths of 
Iniquity lead down a Precipice, and when a 
Man is got into them, he hurries on without 
Conlideration, till Juſtice overtakes him, and | 
for tim that be has deſerved ; convincing 

im, to his inexprefhble Concern, ' of the 
Truth of God's Determination, that The 
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IVicked ſhall not live out half his Days, but in 
the midſt of his Security ſhall be cut Y from 
the Land of the Living. 

The Old Baih, and the Aſſizes in the ge. 
veral Counties of this Kingdom, afford us but 
too many melancholy Inſtances of This: 
We have a recent one in Thomas Flack, who 
was condemned at Hertford Afiizes for a Rob- 
bery upon the Highway, and executed on 
Thurſday the 24th of March. 

National Juſtice overtook, and cut him off 
in the Flower of his Youth, he being but 
three and twenty Years of Age on laſt St. 
Thomas's Day. He was born at Nuthamſtead, 
in the Pariſh of Barkway, in the County of 
Hertford. Four Brothers, two Siſters, and his 


Parents, are ſtill living, who on account of 


ſome Misfortunes, and ſuch a numerous Fa- 
mily, were unable to give him, or rather neg- 
lected to give him a religious Education; for 


be the Circumſtances of Parents ever ſo low, 
if themſelves are not abandoned to Wicked- 


neſs, they always have. it in their Power to 
implant good Principles into the tender Minds 
of Children, by inſtructing them in the Know- 


ledge of their Duty: Whereas this unhappy 


Man, thraugh the Negligence of his Parents, 


was unacquainted even with the firſt Rudi- 
ments of Chriſtian Knowledge. It does not 
appear, from his own Account, that they. ever 
ſent him to a Place of Worſhip, during the 
whole Time of his living with them. He 
oy indeed, that when he? went to Service, he 
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uſed to go to Church now and then with his 
Fellow-ſervants ; but this ſeems to be rather 
owing to the Care and Vigilance of his Ma- 
ſter, than to any Senſe of Duty in himſelf : 
And it is to be feared that his Behaviour there 
was far from being unexceptionable; for had 
he attended ſeriouſly to the Solemnities of 
Divine Worſhip, and the Inſtructions of the 


Miniſter, he could not have been ſo ignorant 
of all religious Duties, ſince he had a Capa- 


city to receive, and a Memory to retain In- 


ſtruction. The Night before his Execution, 


he declared, that he had heard more af Reli- 
gion from the Time of his Condemnation, than 
in all his Life before: And it muſt be owned, 
conſidering the Shortneſs of the Time, he 


made no little Progreſs in the Knowledge of 


Chriſtianity. Had he known it ſooner, perhaps 
he had acted better. 5 


But to return to his Life: When he left 


his Parents, he entered in a Farmer's Service, 
where he continued till he was about ſeven- 


teen Years of Age, without contracting the 


Guilt of any z/lega/ Action. About this Time 


he enlifted at Barnwell in Cambridgeſhire, in- 


to the Firſt Regiment of Guards, in General 


Folliot's, now the Duke's, Company: But be- 
fore he had compleatly learned his Exerciſe, 
he was draughted off for Flanders, and, after 
the Battle of Fontenoy, returned fick to Ph- 
N 2 where he ſtayed in the Hoſpital about 

even 


Weeks, till he was perfectly recovered. 


He 
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He acknowledged his Obligations to the 


Surgeon of Plymouth Hoſpital, not only for 


the great Care he took of him in his IIlneſs, 


but for the neceſſary Supplies to bring him 


to his Regiment, which was then doing Duty 
at the Tower, He returned and joined his 


Regiment, at which Time there was a ſtrict 


Order from the Duke, that. no Soldier ſbauld 
be abſent from the Garriſon after Ten o'Clack 


at Night, on Pain of the ſevereſt Puniſhment. 
One Night he exceeded that Hour, but not- 
withſtanding went to the Tower, knocked at 


the Gate, but could get no Admiſſion ; upon 


which, being under terrible Apprehenſions of 


the threatned Puniſhment, he determined to 
deſert, and going immediately to his Quarters, 


he ſtrip'd off his Regimentals, left his Firelock, 


Sc. put on another Coat, and returned to his 


Parents, telling them that he was a Deſerter. 
His Parents, he ſays, were very much ſur- 


priz d, and adviſed him to go farther into 
the Country, and get into ſome Farmer's Ser- 


vice again; inſtead of which, he went to 
 Foxton in Cambridgeſpire, and ſceing a very 


good gray Horſe at graſs, he mounted it, with 
a determined Reſolution to rob the firſt Man 


he met; tho' he had no Fzre- Arms, or any 


other Weapon, except a Sticꝶ about eighteen 


Inches long, tuck'd into his Girdle. Thus 
equipp'd he rode through Barley, but it being 


very early in the Morning (the 19th of Sep- 


tember lait) he ſaw Nobody but John Hart. a 
Farmer, who about Three o'Clock was com- 


ing 
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ing from Barley to Herford with a Load of 
Wheat. He waited for him at Borkway 
Hills, near Mr. Fennings's, and when he came 
up, ordering him to (top his Waggon, de- 
manded his Money, ſaying be wanted it, and 
would have it. Hart aſſured him he had 
none, and immediately pulling out his Purſe, 
ſhow'd it empty. Upon this Flack rode off 
but ſoon return'd, and whiſtling, as if he had 
ſome Companions near, he ſaid to Hart, tis 
very bard you have no Money, but I am deter- 
mined to have your Coat. Hart pull'd it off, 
and was coming to bring it ; but Flack refus'd 
to take it of him, and order'd the Lad, who 
drove the Waggon, to deliver it, which he 
did, after firſt ſaying, I hope, Sir, you won't 
hurt me; Flack aſſüred him he had no In- 
tention of doing it, took the Coat, and rode 
On the 21ſt of the ſame Month, he call'd 
at the Green Dragon upon Enfield Maſb, 
which is kept by George Peters, ſaid that he 
was going to ſee his Brother at Hackney, but 
was very Hungry, having travel'd on Foat 
from. Barkway without eating: He had no 
Money, .nor any Cloaths upon his Back, ex- 
cept the Coat which he robb'd Hart of; and 
therefore as he wanted Victuals, he propos d 
to exchange that Coat for a worſe, and ſome 
Money, Peters (not knowing any thing of 
the Robbery) conſented, giving him ſeven 
Shillings and Six- pence with another Coat in 
e with Part of this Money he re- 
freſh'd, 
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freſh'd himſelf, and then went away; Peters 
not hearing any Thing of him till the 7th of 
November following, 

During this Interval he continued in a very 
unſettled State, wandering from Place to 
Place, ſometimes piſfering, and ſometimes plun- 
dering ; but often ſtealing Sheep and ſelling 
them; till he came to ' Brentwood: in Eſſex, 


where he enliſted into Brigadier General 


Cholmondely's Regiment of Foot, about three 
Weeks after Michaelmas laſt, by the Name 
of Thomas Wyman, his Mother's Maiden 
Name. He ſtayed about four Days, and 
then deſerted, going to the Meadows of his 
Uncle, Thomas Wyman, at Clavering in Eſſex, 
from whence he ſtole his Mare, rode her to 
Iſlington, and ſold her to a Milkman there 
for five Guineas, of which he received only 
two, intending to acquaint his Uncle by Let- 
ter where his Mare was: But he, having 
heard of it by ſome other Means, had his 
Mare again, upon paying the two Guineas 
and other Charges. : 2 ST 

In his Way to ington, upon the 9th of 
November, about Five o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing, he called upon Peters, told him he was 
going to London to receive Money for his 
Uncle, and ſhould return by Twelve or One 
o' Clock, ſaying if he had not parted with the 


Coat, he would buy it of him again, upon 
this he went away, and did not return till the 
Toth Day of the fame Month; during this 


this Time, the Coat was challenged upon 
V „„ 
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Peters's Back, by a Waggoner, who believed 
it to be the Cons of which John Hart was 


robbed by 7. homas Flack. Peters, upon this, 
determined to ſeize him, if he came that way 


again: And, on the 1oth of November, ſtand- 


ing at his Door, he ſaw him on foot at a lit- 


tle Diſtance, went up to him, and infiſted 
upon his giving an Account how he came by 
the Coat. Flack made him a very rough and 
ſurly Anſwer, which did not in the leaſt inti- 
midate Peters, who perſiſted in his former 
Reſolution, Becauſe the Coat, he told him, 


had been challenged upon his Bach. He ſecured 


him therefore till the: Conſtable came, who 


carried him before Juſtice Taſhmaker of Ed- 


monton, by whom he was committed to Cler- 


kenwell Bridewell as a diſorderly Perſon; 


from thence: he was carried to H:cks's Hall, 


where Peters, fearing he might: be diſcharged 
for want of ſufficient Evidence, F appeared 
againſt him with Relation to the Coat; upon 
which he was committed to Newgate, about 
fix Weeks before he was brought to Hertford, 


to take his Tryal at the Aſſizes. There, upon 


the Evidence of Hart, who owned the Coat, 
and of Peters who bought it, he was con- 
victed: of Felony, and received Sentence of 
Death accordingly. 
From the Time of his Condemnation: to 
that of his ones he W with great 
| _Decency'; 


93 Not Perſonal, but * a Letter, wrote by Mr. Jennings of 
Barkway, eontaining Peters s-Relation, and: Fla ck s Fharatter, ; 
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Decency ; and though very ignorant of Chr 15 


ſtianity in general, was willing to receive, 


and capable to digeſt Inſtruction; which had 


ſo good an Effect upon him, that his Devotion 
increas'd in proportion to his Improvement in 


the Knowledge of his Duty, and the more he 
was convinc'd of his Obligations to God, and 


Man, the more he lamented his own flagrant 


Violation of them. He was very thankful to 


thoſe that Inſtructed him, and acknowledg'd 


his Obligations to Bibby, Who duritig their 


mutual Confinement, was conſtantly reading 


to him the Whole Duty of Man, or ſome other 
good Book. He pray'd Earneſtly, that all 


who had ſuffer'd by him, would forgive him, | 
as he fincerely forgave all others. In this 


manner he ſpent his Time till the Day of Exe- 
cution, When he came to the fatal Tree; 


he own'd the Juſtice of his Sentence, beg 4 


others to take warning by his Example; after 
which, having. pray'd very tony with the 


two Clergymen that attended him, he reſigned 
his Neck to the Executioner with great Calm- 


neſs and compoſure of Mind. 

THomas BiBsy, the other unhappy Per- 
ſon; who was condemned at the ſame Atlizes 
for robbing the Cursrer MAIL, was exe- 


cuted the 23th of March, between Coney 
and ST, ALBANS, near the Place where he 


committed this notorious Crime, in Com ny 
with ROEERT KING PAREKINSsON, and his 
own Brother WILLIAM BI EBT. 
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He was in the 2 5th Year of his Age, was 
ſtrong and muſcular, of a ruddy Countenance, 
and well proportioned : He received ver 
early Impreſſions of Piety, and had as good 
an Education beſtowed upon him, as the 
Circumſtances of his Parents could admit; 
which was conſtantly enforced, he ſays, by 
the good Example and Inſtruction of a pious 
and indulgent Mother. He was brought up 
a Corkcutter ; and beginning early to work 
at this Buſineſs, he continued in it ten Years, 
after which, at the Age of Seventeen, he em- 
barked with Captain Smith on board his Ma- 


jeſty's Ship the Romney, bound to Newfound- 


land, He continued at Sea about four Years, 
after which he returned to England, and was 
made a Salter in the Victualling Office, where 


he continued till the Perpetration of the 
Crime for which he ſuffered, working at 


other Times (when the Buſineſs was done in 


the Office) in diſcharging, or unlading of 
Ships. 
At the Age of Twenty-two he married an 


agreeable Woman, with whom he lived (till 


this notorious Crime occaſioned a Separation) 
in a moſt comfortable Manner, bleſs'd with 
all: that Happineſs which naturally ariſes from 
true conjugal Affection. His Happineſs at 
this Time was ſo great, that he thought it 


incapable of Increaſe, till Providence was 


pleaſed to make an Addition to it by the Birth 


of a Son, the tender Pledge, and ſtrengthen- 
3g Cement of their reciprocal Regard, 


But 
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But alas! how ſhort was the Continuance 
of this his Happineſs ? It quickly fell a Sa- 
crifice to the pernicious Councils of abandon'd 
Men ; for, in the Month of March, when he 
was looking out for Work upon the River 
Thames (the Buſineſs of the Victualling Office 
being at a Stand) Parkinſon and his Brother 
took frequent Opportunities from this Time 
of Inaction, to inſinuate their baſe Deſign of 
robbing the Cheſter Mail, repreſenting the 
_ Eaſineſs of doing it, and the great Advantages 

that would probably accrue from it. He re- 
jected their Propoſal with an honeft Indigna- 
lion, and endeavoured to difluade them from 
fo vile a Purpoſe ; but they, determined upon 
this Act of Villany, ceaſed not to importune 
him more and more, for above a Month to- 
gether ; but all without Effect, till they found 
means to keep him warm with Liquor, for 
two or three Days ſucceſſively. When In- 
temperance had ſtupified his Conſcience, and 
intoxicated his Underſtanding, he. unhappily 
conſented to their preſſing Importunities: 
They took him at his Word; and Parkinſon 
(leaving his Brother to ply him with Liquor, 
for fear of a Relapſe) went and provided 
Horſes to put their Deſign into immediate 
Execution, | | e 

When the Horſes were ready, they ſet out; 
and, on the 22d of April, very early in the 
Morning, between Cox E and ST. ALBANS, 
they met the Poſt- Boy, riding one Horſe and 
„ F 2 lead - 
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leading another; they obliged him to go into, 
a narrow Lane, where they took the Letters 
out of the ſaveral Bags, and putting them 
into a Sack, laid it acroſs a grey Horſe, which 
they took from the Poſt-Boy, and leading it 
off, rode without ſtopping to the Borough of 


Southwark ; there they examined the Letters, 


took out what Notes they could find, parti- 
cularly two of Twenty Pounds each, two of 
Fifty, and one of an Hundred Pounds: The 

two firſt, if I did not miſtake the Convict in 
his. Account, they exchanged for Money, and 
divided it amongſt them; the two Fifty 


Pound Notes were conſig od to the two Bro- 


thers, and that of an Hundred Pounds to 


Parkinſon, which Was the Means of their, 
being diſcovered, = 


After this Diviſion of their II. nn Booty, 


the wo Brothers made directly for Briſtol 


behind the Stage Coach; and 5 the Road, 
hearing the trampling of Horſes at a Diſtance; 
they looked back, and ſeeing ſome Horſe- 
men galloping towards them, conſcious Guilt 
(which is always apprehenſive of Danger, and 


Fearing where no Fear is) immediately ſug- 


geſted that they were purſued; upon which 


WILLIAM Bissy threw the two Fifty Pound 


Notes into an Hedge by the Way-fide. They 
met with no Interruption from the Horſe- 
men, who paſſed without taking any Notice 
of them; but however, they were ſo terrified 
at this Circywltanee, that they had not 2 

ution 
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lution to get down and retake the Notes, but 


continued their Paſſage till they arrived at 
Briſtol, where they entered by fititious 
Names on board the Dorey in PRIVATEER. 

The worRTHY GENTLEMEN of the Posr 
Orricx (whoſe unwearied' Application, in an 


Affair of this publick Nature, cannot be ſuffi- 


crently commended) intercepted a Letter directed 
to King Parkinſon, It was wrote by the Bib- 


bies, to acquaint him that they. were fafe 1 


aboard the Dolphin Privateer. 
The Gentlemen of the Poſt Office . 
ately. diſpatched. Mr, Robrnjor their Solicitor, 


and Mr. Potts, their Comptroller, to Briſtol, 
where the Privateer then lay: He ſoon found 


out Mr. Dykes the Captain, and, deſeribing the 
Perſons, enquired if any ſuch were on board his 
Veſſel. None, the Captain ſaid, were enroll- 


ed by the Name of Bibby ; but he had two 


on 3 Perſons agreed with Mr. Ro- 
binſon's Deſcription. 

Upon this they determined to bring them 
to Examination; and the Captain, either the 


next Day, or the Day following, ſeized them 


both on board the Dolphin, charged them 


with robbing the Chefter Mail, put t * into 
his Boat, and conveyed them to Br iſtol, where 


they were examined before the Mayor, ac- 
knowleged the Fact, and ſigned their Con- 
feſſion. From Briſtol they were conveyed 
to Newgate, where they remained till the 


1oth 
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roth of July, when they made their Eſcape 


in the manner following T. 
The two BIBB IES were confined together 


in the fame Room: JEREMIAH CURT1s, 


alias POLLARD, alias YARMOUTH CHARLES; 
and WILLIAM Crossy, alias Cox, alias 
CouRTNEY, alias GoDpFREy, were in different 


Rooms, and in another Stair-caſe. Crossy, 


who had more Liberty than the reſt, and 


was the principal. Perſon: concerned both in 


the Contrivance, and the Execution of their 


Eſcape, came to the Room where the two 
BI BBIES were confined, and ſpeaking through 


the Key-hole, ſaid, that every thing was ready. 


Upon which, with a Piece of an Iron Poker; 
found in the Room, the Zo Brotbers broke 


JFFFFCCCCCC «7:2 WE 

+ I told him one Day, among other Things, that Reparation 
for Wrongs done, was a neceſlary Requiſite in true Repentancc, 
that no Man could be ſincerely Penitent, while he continued to 
enjoy the Fruits of his- Iniquity. As to robbihg/the Mail, that 
vas an Offence of a publicꝭ Nature; and publick Juſtice demanded 
Satisfaction by his Life. But as to the great Expence, Trouble, 


and Vexation, that he brought upon Mr. Akerman, by his Efcape 


from Newgate, that was Perſonal, and required a different Satiſ- 
faction: I did not indeed imagine, that he could make an adequate 
Satisfaction, but yet I could not think his Repentance ſincere with- 
out making the beſt: he Was able: And a conſiderable one, I ſaid, 
he might make, by diſcovering (if the Report was true) the Perſuns 
:mtruft concern'd in helping him to Eſcape: That if there were 
any; Mr. Akerman on the one Hand, might be guarded againſt 
their Freachery tor | the, future, which would; be the beſt Satiſ- 

faction for the Inconveniences brought upon him; And on the 


other Hand; ff there were none ſuch concern'd, it was- but Juſtice 


to their Character, to ſay how he did Eſcape, that they might not 
lye packs the Suſpicion of betraying their Pruſt. Io which hg 
anſwered, that he did not know thet any but themſelves were 
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the Wood-work of the Lock within, and 
CRosBY unbolted it without. This done they 
went up Stairs towards the Chapel in the 
Preſs-Yard, where all Things were in Rea- 
dmeſs for their Eſcape ; Sheets cut in two, 
and tied together, in order to get down by ; 
an upright Bar, and a Croſs-bar taken out of 
the Window-frame ; and a Plank laid acrofs 
the Preſs-Yard to the Cells: Here a Diſpute 
aroſe who ſhould firſt get over: PoLLAakD 
begg'd that he might, but CrossBy inſiſted 
upon it that he would, and accordingly ſtep'd 
upon the Plank, and was over in a Moment; 
| he was preſently follow'd by CurTis and 
WILLIAM BizBBy; but TyoMas, being dou- 
ble-iron'd, laid himſelf upon his Belly, and 
was drawn over by CRosy.  _ 

When they had got thus far, they tied the 
Sheets about the Chimney; PoLLARD and 
 Crossy immediately deſcended by them, and 
lighting upon fome Pans or Kettles in Mr. 
AKERMAN's back Yard, they made a great 
Noiſe, which fo frighten'd the #40 Brothers, 
that they betook themſelves to the Tops of 
the Houſes; at a little Diſtance from the 
Place of their intended Deſcent, they came 
to an Houſe, . which was new-fr0n7:ng, got 
through the Rafters into the Garret, went 
down Stairs to the firſt Floor, got through 
the. Window, and let themſelves down into 
the Street. e e 
On: Friday Morning, as ſoon as they got 
down, the two Brothers parted : WILLIAM 
SLES went 
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went to his Wife in Swan-Yard near Newgate, 
Tous to Weſt Smithfield, thence to Moor- 
fields, and thence through Houndſditeb, and 
Whitechapel to Tower-hill, where he got his 
Irons off, by the Aſſiſtance of a F riend, and 
met his Brother,” They went both mma. 
ately to Deptford, thence to Lewiſham, where 
they dined ; and m the Evening to Peckham, 
where they lay in a Field all Night, which 
for fear of Diſcovery they continued to do 
till the Tueſday following, at which Time 
they parted. 

 Tromas BIBBZVY went ninediately to 2 
Friend's Houſe, where he lay concealed with- 
out ſeeing, or hearing any thing of his Bro- 
ther, till the Friduy following; when as he 
was going to Breakfaſt, a little Girl coming 
into the ' Houſe, and not knowing Thomas 
Bibby, reported, that William Bibby was kill'd 
by a Fall from a Houſe, in Book lene in 
Whitechapel ; he was very much ſhock'd at 
the News, and could not help conſidering it 
as an unlucky Preſage of his own infamous. 
and untimely End. 

About a Week after, he was carried by 4 
Friend to private Lodgingsin Deptford, where 
he ſtaid about ten or eleven Weeks, during 
which Time his Wife often came to ſee him ; ; 
repreſented the Heinouſneſs of his Crime, and 
exhorted him to ſincere Repentance, by ſerious 
Reflexions upon Eternity. 

While he lodged at Deptford, a Perſon 
who pretended great Friendſhip, came one 

Saturday 
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Saturday to ſte him, ſtay'd about an Houf, 


and then went away in order to fetch ſome 
Cloaths for him, ſaying he would be back as 
ſoon as potiible. | 

In about half an Hour he returned, ſeem⸗ 
ed frightned, and faid to Bibby, I fear you 
are betray d: He anſwered, God forbid ; and 


faid he would leave the Houſe directly, piits 


ting on his Shoes, which he never wore in 


the Garret where he lodged, for fear of being 


overheard. in the next Houſe. - His pretended 


Friend ſeeing him in great Confuſſon, ſaid; 


Be not ſo much frighted; perhaps there is no- 
thing in it: Bibby ask'd him what Reaſon hz 
had to think he was. betray'd, he anſwered, 
becauſe as I was going out at the back Door, 
I faw two tall Gentlemen with Lac'd Hats, 
who ſeeing me, ſwore; they thought he was 
there, This Perſon immediately cohveyed 


him to a Chandler's of his Acquaintance, and 
got Leave for him to ſtay two or three Hours 
there, till he returned from London, pretend- 
ing that he was under Trouble fot Debt ; 


he parted with his Friend at Six o'Clock, who 
promiſed to be back by Eight, and taking a 


Boat, gave the Waterman five Shillings, to 


encourage them to pull away briskly : He 
returned about Eleven, ſeemed much tired, 
and. trembled prodigiouſly: Bibby asked the 
Reaſon of it, ahd was anſwered, that his 


Wife was very much frightned : His Friend 
bale d for a Glaſs of Gin; Brbby pledg 'd him, 
9g G 
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and as he was pulling out Money to pay for 
what they had drank, ſomebody knock'd 
roundly at the Door, which put him into the 
atincnt Conſternation. The Door was open- 
ed preſently, when Mr, Akerman, Mr, eſſe, 
&c. (11x or ſeven in all) enter'd, ſeiz d Bibby, 
and convey'd him the ſame Night to New- 
gate, where he remained till the 1oth of 
March, when, he was brought to Hertford to 
take his Tryal at the Afizes, where he was 


found Guilty, and received Sentence of Death 


accordingly, 

He 9 his Sentence, not with any bold. 
or daring Confidence, but with that 4 and 
becoming Decency, which argued a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of Guilt, and at the ſame Time a Mind 


fortified by ſerious Reflexion, for the worſt 


Event, He turned immediately to a Friend 
of mine, who ſtood near him, and faid with 


a manly- Senfibility; © I am young indeed, 
© and conſequently ſhould be glad to live, 


<« but ſince it is determined otherwiſe, God I 
e hope will be merciful to my Soul.“ 
I viſited him the Day after his Sentence; 
and no Man in the ſame Circumſtances could 


poſſibly behave better: The Principles of 


Piety, which: were early kindled in his Soul, 


though ſmother'd for a while by the. Baſeneſs 
of other Men, now brightend into a purer 


Flame, giving Light and Life to all he ſaid 
and did. | 
The next Day he was ; viſited by another 
Clergy- 
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Clergyman, who told him, © It would be an 
c uſeful Leſſon to any Perſon in his Circum- 


ſtances, to make him truly ſenſible of the 
Divine Vengeance even in this Life, againſt 
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as he was guilty of, and he could not have 
two more pregnant Inſtances of it, than in 

ce the + /udden and untimely End of his two 
 Accomplices.” To this he replied, with a 
thankful Acknowledgment, ** Sir, I am fully 
e ſenſible of the Almighty's Vengeance on 
“ ſuch Occaſions, and was wonderfully con- 
vinced of it while we were robbing the 


cc 


cc 


« Mail: For d at that very Inſtant, the Hea- 


fy 


c 


vens ſeemed to open, and Flaſhes of Fire 19 
dart upon us, which I not only then, but 
even now conſider as expreſ/ive of Ged's Diſ- 
e pleaſure, at what we were about. 
He always ſhew'd the tendereſt Regard for 
the Character of other Men, hoping that no 
innocent Perſon. would ſuffer in the Eſteem 
of the World for his Wickedneſs. He never 


cc 


+ When he was firſt brought to Newgate, he was put into the 
ame Room. with Parkinſon ; who (from a Conſciouſneſs of his 
great Guilt, in being a principal Inſtrument in bringing him into 


this Diſtreſs) reegiv'd'/o terrible a Shock at the firff Sight of him, 


that it threw him into a violent Fever, which toon ended in his 
Death; As to his Brother (after his Eſcape from Nezgate) he was 


kill'd by a Fall from an Houſe, which he was eadeavouring to 


Rob. 

| { This is (to me at leaft) a firong Argument, that he was but 
juſt. entering into the Ways of Sin; for the Conſcience grows 
harden'd by a long Courſe of Iniquity; and havitza/ Sinners are 
not ſo ſoon terrified with the natural Effects of jrcond C00 yos. 


the Perpetrators of ſuch a notorious Crime 
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fpoke of his Wife, but with the greateſt Ten- 


derneſs; and always ſeemed more concerned 
for the Unhappineſs he had brought upon her 
than for the untimely End which he brought 
upon himſelf. And as ſhe was perfectly inno- 
cent of, and abſalutely unacquainted with his 


Crime, he hegged the World would do her 


Tyſtice, and not aſperſe her Character upon 
his Account, but treat her as (what ſhe is) à 


Woman of great Prudence, and ſtrict Piety, 


and whoſe good Advice, had he communica- 
ted this Affair to her, would have proyented 
the Execution of it. 

He ſeemed to breathe the pureſt Charity ; 3 
his Enemies were the Objects of his Love; 
he very often, and very frequently pray d for 
them; begging of God to forgive his Treſ- 
paſſes, only as he forgave. them that had tref- 
paſſed againſt him. 

His Fellow Convig had no rele and 
conſequently nothing but the Goal Allow- 
ance (Bread and Water) for his Subſiſtence; 


To him he was very kind, and freely com- 


municated of his own Abundance, to the 
other's Want, This be did, not only in Things 
pertaining to this Life, but that which is to 
come, feeding his Body with wholeſome Food, 
and endeavouring as much as in him lay, to 
uouriſh his Soul by good Inſtrudtion, for a bleſ- 
fed Eternity. 

In this manner he ſpent his Time till the 
Night before his Execution, when I endea- 

; CO voured, 


( 49) 


voured, in the beſt Manner I was capable of 
doing it, to fortify his Mind againſt the. Ter- 
rors of his approaching End, - He heard me 


with much Patience and Attention; and when 


J had finiſhed my Exhortation, he thanked 
me for my Kindneſs and Concern (for I did 
not ſpeak without Tears) and ſaid, ©* Sir, I 


am ſo far from repining at my untimely 


* and ſcandalous End, that I think it a great 
„ Bleſſing to go out of the World in this 

Way: I conlider it as an Inſtance of God's 
e Goodneſs, who has thus cut me off, before 


< I had run great Lengths in Wickedneſs. 


* Had not this been the Caſe, I might have 
© gone on {till in Sin, till J had been cut off 


without any Time for Repentance ; and 


A therefore I cannot help conſidering my un- 
„ timely End, as an Argument of God's 
© Goodneſs, and of his Concern for my eter- 
e nal Welfare; humbly hoping, that by ſin- 
4 cere Repentance, I ſhall reconcile myſelf 


© to his Fayour, through the Merits of Jeſus 


«+ Chr” © 514 | 
After having prayed with him, I took my 
Leave, and about Six o'Clock the next Morn- 


ing, I ſet out with him in a Poſt-Chaiſe, eſ- 


corted:by a Party of Brigadier General Cho/- 
 ondeley's Regiment, to the Place of Excution ; 
he loſt no Time upon the Road, ſpending the 


few remaining Minutes of his Life in devout 


Prayers, and pious Ejaculations, 


When 


"os 


( 59 ) 
When we came within Sight of the Gibbet 
(pointing to the! Place) he ſaid, There 1 


«© miſt ſuffer a ſhameful Death, and J can- 
** not but own the Juſtice of my Sentence, 


for my Crime deſerves no leis. There my 


* Body is to be expoſed as a Spectacle to 
5 ei, that they may take Warning by 
e my fad Example. I know my Body muſt 
turn to Corruption, and therefore it is all 
one to me, whether 1t rots above or below 
% Ground. But oh! my God, have Mercy 
upon my immortal Soul, and let my Pu- 
* niſhment in this Life, joined with my ſin- 
* cere Repentance, preſerve me from all Pu- 
** niſhment in the Life to come. O God 
pardon my Tranſgreſſions, and as thou 
didſt accept the penitent Thief upon the 
Croſs, even ſo accept of me, a moſt vile, 
but penitent Sinner, through the Merits of 
my dear Saviour {Jeſus Chriſt.“ 1 

At the Place of Execution, when he got 
out of the Chaiſe into the Cart, he ſeem'd to 
in very great Confuſion, but he preſently 
collected his ſcattet'd Spirits, and afterwards, 
like a Perſon conſcious of great Guilt, and at 
the ſame Time not wholly diffident of Mercy, 
he behav'd with the. Reſolutzon of a good 


Man, temper d with the eons of 4 


ce 


cc 


4c 
cc 


cc 


cc 


wretched Simmer. 


The other Clergy man and myſelf, who! 


attended him in his Confinement, joined him 
in the Cart, where among ſeveral Queſtions, 


this particularly was aſk'd him; whether he 
had 


* * #.4 as _—_— 3 N * 
* 


* 
had ever been conce rn'd in Suu ING; to 
which he anſwer'd in the Negative; declaring 
at the ſame Time, that he had never contrac- 
ted the Guilt of any illegal Action, but that 
for which he was going to ſuffer : After this 
Daclaration he prayed fervently with us for a 


_ conſiderable Time, and after wards by himſelf, 
concluding in this Manner, 


Lord I have ſinned before Heaven and 
againſt Thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy Son. 

But O Bleſſed Jeſus, waſh away my Sins 
in thy Blood, and receive my Soul. 

Into thy Hands, O Lord, I commend my 

Spirit, for thou haſt Redeemed me, O Lond 
thou God of Truth. | 

Lord Jeſus recelve * Spirit. 


When the 1 Clergymen quitted the 
Cart, the Ex Reh IioxER prepar'd to do his 
Office; to which he ſubmitted without the 
leaſt ReluRance, and with a Countenance 
ſerene and undifturb'd. After hanging a pro- 
per Time, he was let down, and his Irons 
being fix'd upon him, he was again drawn 

up, and faſtned to the Gibbet: There he re- 
mains, ſuſpended in the Air, as 4 Terror 70 

all others: that warn'd by his Example, they 
may fly bad Company, which firſt Heben d > 
his poneſt Pr inciples, and by repeated Sollici- 
. tations 
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tations ſedue'd: hum to the Perpetration 6f & 
Crime, which ended in his infamous and un- 
zimely Death; verifying hereby the ſaying of 


roy d, 


* 
* 


that a . of Fools, or 
wicked Men, ſhall be de 
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—— 


